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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 3783 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS TS 

SUBJECT: A4 AIRCRAFT FOR TUNISIA 

1. SUMMARY: INDICATIONS ARE THAT GOT RECONSIDERING PURCHASE 
OF A4B/C AIRCRAFT. CHIEF OF STAFF, TUNISIAN AIR FORCE (C/S, TAF) 

HAS INTIMATED HE WOULD PREFER A NEWER AIRCRAFT, POSSIBLY A4M. 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE (MOD) AND THE SECRETARY 
STATE TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE, REINFORCE BELIEF C/S TAF IS 
GETTING HIS POINT ACROSS. THUS IT APPEARS THAT PROPOSED VISIT TO 

U.S. TO INSPECT, SELECT AND PURCHASE A4B/C AIRCRAFT (CNO N04900 
DTG 252020Z APR 74) IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY AT THIS TIME. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN MEETINGS WITH CHUSLOT, THE C/S TAF COL MACHTA RECENTLY 
INDICATED HE FELT THE PURCHASE OF A NEWER AIRCRAFT THAN THE A4B/C 
WOULD BE MORE ECONOMICAL FOR THE TAF IN THE LONG RUN. AT ABOUT 
THE SAME TIME, TAF BEGAN DRAG FEET ON NAMING OF REPRESENTATIVES 
FOR PROPOSED TRIP TO USA TO SELECT A4B/C AIRCRAFT. EXPLANATION 
GIVEN US WAS THAT TAF WANTED TO WAIT FOR RETURN OF AHMED BENNOUR, 
SEC STATE IN MOD, FROM HIS VISIT TO USA BEFORE GOING AHEAD. 

BENNOUR HAS SINCE INDICATED TO RADM GERHARD, DIRECTOR SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE, CNO, THAT HE IS INTERESTED IN A4M AND WE HAVE HEARD 

NO MORE ABOUT PROPOSED VISIT IN CONNECTION WITH A4B/CS. EARLIER 
HINT THAT GOT MAY BE THINKING OF SOMETHING NEWER CAME FROM MINDEF 
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THAT AMOUNT OF CREDIT OFFER WAS HARDLY SUFFICIENT TO PURCHASE 
EVEN ONE MODERN AIRCRAFT (TUNIS 3213). 

3. COMMENT: IN LIGHT OF ABOVE, IT QUITE POSSIBLE THAT VISIT 
TO USA TO SELECT A4B/C AIRCRAFT WILL NOT COME OFF, OR AT 
LEAST NOT UNTIL TUNISIANS HAVE EXPLORED FURTHER THEIR THOUGHTS 
ABOUT PURCHASE OF NEWER AIRCRAFT. 
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